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Thunderstorm Information

302 W. Cotton St. | Click here for map [1]

Damaging thunderstorm wind events are more common than tornadoes in Longview. In a typical year,
Longview is likely to experience 10 to 20 times as many wind events as tornado events.

Not only can severe thunderstorms produce injury and damage from violent straight-line wind and hail,
but tornadoes can and sometimes do develop very quickly from these storms.

A severe thunderstorm is defined as having:
wind at or about 58 mph, and/or
hail 3/4 of an inch in diameter or larger.

Severe thunderstorm wind can gust to more than 100 mph, overturning trailers, unroofing homes, and
toppling trees and power lines. While dime size hail denotes a severe thunderstorm, hail as large as
grapefruit has occurred. The danger of serious injury from hail is not hard to imagine when you
consider that a good-sized hailstone may fall at speeds near 110 mph.

The best defense against thunderstorms is to stay inside a substantial building. Thunderstorms do not
usually last for a long time and will generally pass in less than an hour. When thunderstomrs are
expected, be sure to pick up loose objects around your home or business. Small items can become
deadly in strong wind, and flying debris can cause serious damage to other property.

For more information call: 903-237-2706 | Contact Us [2]
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